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April 15, 1983

Dean Ernest M. Henley
College of Arts and Sciences
GN-15

Dear Ernest:

The Faculty Council on Academic Standards on April 5, 1983,
recommended approval of the revised College of Arts and Sciences Proficiency
Requirements which you transmitted to me on September 28, 1982.

I am writing to inform you that the College of Arts and Sciences
is authorized to implement these revised requirements effective Autumn
Quarter, 1985. Please note this authorization does not include the
College's revised General Educational requirements, whose review is
still not finished.

Sincerely yours,
a 1 o7
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willian p. Gerberding
President

¢c: Provost George M. Beckmann
Mr. John Gardner
Mr. Richard Simkins
Mr. W. W. Washburn

Associate Professor Donald T. Williams &Aﬂ;,/?ggoﬁ//f/
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Office of the Pravost April 6, 1983

TO: George M. Beckmann
Provost

RO Morgan D, Thonas b

Vice Provost

¢

SUBJECT: Implementation Date for College of Arts and Sciences Proficiency
Requirements

At its meeting held on April 5, 1983 the Faculty Council on Academic
Standards unanimously recommended that President Gerberding approve the
implementation of the College of Arts and Sciences Proficiency
Requirements, effective Autumn Quarter 1985.

MDT: lkc

cc: President William Gerberding
Dean Ernest Henley
Professor Gunter Krumne
“Asg'istant Vice Pfégident John K. Gardner
Ms. Catherine Mendricks
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September 28, 1982

T0: William P. CGerberding
President

FROM: Ernest M. Henley ¢ ..7 ka)ﬁZf nxfij;, . :
Dean

RE: College of Arts and Sclences
General Fducation aund Proficiency Requirements

Following a meeting of the faculty on May 26, 1982, a mail bhallolt was
distributed concerning recommendatiens .to change the current General
Education and Proficiency Requivemcents of the College. The faculty voted
to approve* changes in the requircments that were recommended by the
College Committees on General BEducation and Academic Practices.

I endorse these changes, which strenythen previous requiraments, and
herewith transmit them to you for approval in accordance with the
Handbook, Vol. 1I, Section 23-48. 1If the changes arc approved, it is

my intention to implement them as follows: GCeneral Education, effective
Autumn Quarter 1983; Proficiency, effective Autumn Quarter 1984,

*yore: 435 of 809 eligible faculty members voted in favor of the changes
as follows: General Educaticon - 296

Proficiency (a) writing and foreign language ~ 364
(b) quantitative and symbalic reasoning - 247
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co: Wb Cardoer !/
W. Philiips



Collepe of Arts and Sciences

Proposed Changes in General Hducation and Proficlency Requirements

General Lducation

Current Requirement

Adopted in 1969, the current Genceral Education Requirement oblipgates
students to complete 20 credits of courses in each of three arcas: Humanities,
Natural Sciences, and Social Scieunces.

Proposed Requirement

Students will be required to take 20 credits in each of three cateporics,
as follows:

I. HNatural sciences and quantitative studdies: 10 ol 20 credits must
be from an approved iist of linked sequences.

I, Humanities: a mindimuan of 5 ol 20 credits must be token in cach ol
two sub-categories: (1) language and literature and (2) the arts.

I1I1. Secial sciences: a minimum of 5 of 20 credits must be taken in
each of two sub-categories: (1) history, philosophy, and civil-
ization; (2) social scicences.

Undergraduate courses that have a substantial writing component will be
designated with a "W' prefix. Students will be required to complete at least
10 credits of courses with the "W prefix out oi the total of 180 vredits
required for graduation.

In addition, a number of recommended optional sequences of linked courses
will be provided on the distribution lists for all categories ather than the
natural sciences and quantitative skills. These scquences will be desipned to
provide guidance to students in the planning of their programs.

Rationale

The new requirement ensures that students will have done at least minimal
course work in a larger number of intellectuwal arens than are covered in the
present requirement, In particular, the vew requirement guaranteces that students
will have some famillarity with such important areas as literature, the arts,
history, philesophy, and civilization, which can be tetally bypassed under the
present requirement. It also attempls to ensure some depth of coverage hv means
of the linked scquences.  Turthermore, the new requirement eliminates the
possibility of o student completing his/her undergraduate studics in the Col Toge
withoul having taken any courses that require substantial writlen composition.

Proficiency Requirement

Current Reguirement

Adopted in 1969, the current Proficicncy Requirement is as follows:



Al incominyg students whose high scheol program includes 3 units (years)
of college preparatory mathematics, % units {(years) of a single forceign
lanpuage, and 4 units (years) of English, will be considered to have satLis—
fied the Proficiency Requirement. Students who do not satisfy the Require-
ment in this way are required duriog the first year In residence to complete
15 credits normally selected from such courses in Enplish composil fon,
forvign language, or mathemalics as are considercd most appropriate to their
needs and interests. Incoming students with 90 or morce acceptable transfer
credits, and students who have fulfilled rhe General Education Requirements
of other accredited colleges or universities, will be considered to have
satisfied the Proficiency Requirewment. Courses taken to satisfy the Pro-
ficiency Requirement will normally not be accepted in satisfaction of {he
distribution requirement.

Proposed Requirement

Students who enter the College as [reshmen, as well as transfer sludents,
will be required to complete the following Proficiency Requirement:

Writing. The writing requirement will be satisfied by successful com-
pletion of a 5 credit lower division Lnglish composition course or by some
other approved writing course. This requirvement will normally be completed
by the end of the student's first year at the University.

Mathematics (guantitative aund symbolic reasoning). This requivement will
be satisf{ied by successlul completion of 5 credits of course work in math-—
ematics, logic, statistics, or computer science. Students may also Tulfill
this requirement by passing an approved test.

Foreign Language. This requirement will be satisfied by successlul com-
pletion of a foreign language 103 course, or its equivalent. Students may
also fulfill this requirement by passing an approved test. The requirement
normally will be completed by the end of the student's second year of study
at the University.

For each of the three arceas of proficiency, a standing committer will he
appointed Lo (1) approve courses {(including those transferred from other
institutlons) and, where appropriate, tests used to satisfy the requircment
and (2) monitor coffectivencss and assess probloms associatod with the
in their respeclive arcas.

prres ram

Rationale

There are four principal problems with the current Proficicency Require-
ment: (1) When students do not meet proficiency in English composition,
mathematics, and foreign lanpguage upon entrance to the University, the current
requirement does not require them te establish proficiency by taking courses
that are in the sane area in which the lack of proficicency cecurs. (2) tinder
the current requirement, studenls can manipulate credits to aveoid raking
coursces in one or more ouf the proficiency arcvas. ‘This violates the intont
of the requirement. (3) Transfer students are treated differently from
students who enter the University as freshmen.  (4) The current requirvements
for college level proficiency are stated in terms of high school! iovel courses,
and the preparation of entering students based on high school work is highly
variable,



The new requirements help to respond to national and local councerns about
the basic skills of college praduates in the three preoficiency areas. The new
requirements rewove the ambiguity found in the current requirements that
define college level proficiency in terms of the completion of high school
courses, Further, by demanding the demonstration of proficiency in each of
threce arceas, the new requirements corvect the problem of incohierence since
students will now establish proficicney in the same areas in which the lack
of proficiency occurs.



