Competitive Majors

It is strongly encouraged that Majors be open. Competitive Admission is not to be used as a means of establishing prestige or exclusivity, but rather to address significant limitations in program’s ability to serve its students. 

 Admission requirements can be added or changed for 

• an existing major

• an existing option within a major 

Programs requesting to change from Open or Selective admission to Competitive admission must provide justification for that request. Such justification might include, but is not limited to, detailed consideration of intellectual resources, physical resources, accreditation concerns, and holistic and pedagogical motivations. 

In addition, programs requesting to change from Open or Selective admission to Competitive admission must provide 

•           Brief overview to put the change into a context that can understood outside of the discipline

Documentation of the current major, and trends in the major, over the past five years—numbers of current students, accessibility to required courses, graduation rates, significantly impacted courses, documentation of accreditation requirements, memoranda or notes of discussions on change, etc.

•      An outline of the planned admission process—supporting materials required, dates applications are considered, and review process, as well as a plan for phasing in competitive admission, and the effects of such on existing majors. 

· A description of a petition process for students not admitted to the major

[bookmark: _GoBack]Assessment:  Within 5 years of implementing the change, the program should do an internal review of how the change in admission requirements has impacted the program, including trends in majors admitted and graduated, and whether Competitive Admission is still required.  
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