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Because of the growing complexity and globalization of our world, it is very important today that students
develop a solid understanding of political ideas, processes, and outcomes. The need for improved
understanding of politics is evident in domestic debates about health care, immigration, environmental
protection, homeland security, and banking regulation as well as international issues such as terrorism,
the role of United States in the international system, the spread of democracy and human rights, global
poverty and global health issues.

The politics minor allows UWT students to strengthen their facility with political reasoning and theory in a
way that will complement their studies in their chosen majors/concentrations. Specific areas of study that
would benefit from a politics minor include environmental studies, history, communications, business,
social work and urban studies. More substantially, the politics minor will help students become more
informed about and engaged with domestic, national, and international issues.

Current course work in politics primarily supports |IAS’s Politics, Philosophy and Economics (PPE) major.
This minor allows a greater number of students to benefit from the coursework in the PPE curriculum that
centers on politics, while not requiring students to explicitly develop the understanding and critical
thinking required by the entire PPE curriculum. Additionally, providing students with a better grounding in
politics will support those students interested in being abie to teach political science or social studies as
high school teachers.

See attached proposal for more detail.
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Politics Minor

Contact an advisor in Interdisciplinary Arts and Sciences at (253) 692-4450 to learn more about this
minor.

The minor in Politics is designed for students who seek to strengthen their facility with political reasoning
and theory in a way that complements their studies in their chosen majors/concentrations. Students
learn to analyze how political ideas and processes influence and shape domestic and international
issues. Students also acquire the skills and knowledge necessary for being informed and effective
participants in political processes.

Students minoring in Politics take two core classes, and supplement these with three additional courses
intended to deepen and apply their knowledge of politics. In this way, students minoring in Politics learn
to analyze how political ideas and processes influence events in their major fields of study.

Requirements

The Politics minor requires 25 credits of coursework: 10 credits of two (choose two out of three) required
foundational classes (TPOL. S 202: Introduction to American Politics, TPOL S 203 Introduction to
International Relations, and TPOL S 201: Introduction to Political Values and Ideas); and 15 credits in
three additional electives at the 300- or 400-level that develop a more advanced understanding of
politics. A course list follows. Students may request to transfer up to 10 credits to be applied toward the
courses fulfilling the minor. Students must maintain an average GPA of 2.0 in the five classes that

satisfy the minor requirements. Students in the Politics, Philosophy and Economics concentration may
not minor in Politics.

Required Core Course (10 credits, 2/3 classes)

. TPOL S 202: Introduction to American Politics

. TPOL S 203: Introduction to International Relations
. TPOL S 201: Intro to Political Values and |deas

Other Requirements

15 credits from any of the following courses:

. TiBCIN 358: History of Philosophy: Medieval and Modern (5)
TIBCIN 360: History of Philosophy: Modern and Contemporary (5)
TIBCG 363: Philosophical Perspectives of the Environment (5)
TIBCG 456: Environmental Ethics (5)

[ ] L] - L L] L] L] - [ ] L [ ] L] - * [

TPOL S 310:
TPOL S 321:
TPOL S 340:
TPOL S 366:
TPOL S 368:
TPOL S 400:

TIBCIN 355:

TPOL S 435:
TPOL S 420:
TPOL S 410:
TPOL S 440:

TCSIG 452:

TPOL S 460:
TPOL S 456:
TSMUS 322:

Modern European Political Theory (5)
American Foreign Policy (3)

Middle East Politics (5)

Islam (5)

The Politics and Law of International Human Rights (5)
American Presidency (5)

Mind of Modernity (5)

Contemporary Geopolitics (5)

Theories of Political Violence (5)

Labor rights and Human Rights (5)

American Foreign Palicy in the Middle East (5)
Political Theory of Human Rights (5)

Political Economy of the European Union (5)
Community and Labor Organization (5)
American Labor Since the Civil War (5)
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Proposal for Minor in
Politics

Interdisciplinary Arts and Sciences
University of Washington Tacoma

(Note: Students majoring in Politics, Philosophy and Economics may not
also minor in Politics)

Objectives of Minor
* To strengthen students’ ability to discuss and write critically about significant political events
and developments, both domestic and international.
* To develop students' understanding of how current events and contempaorary political
institutions have resulted from long-term political processes, and are reflective of political
ideologies.

* Toimprove students’ understanding of how politics and political ideology influence social
movements, both in the U.S. and abroad.

Course Requirements

The Politics minor requires 25 credits: 10 credits of two (choose two out of three) required foundational
classes (American Politics, International Relations, Introduction to Political Values and Ideas); and 15
credits in three additional electives at the 300- or 400-level. A course list follows. Students may

request to transfer up to 10 credits to be applied toward the courses fulfilling the minor. Students
must maintain an average GPA of 2.0 in the five classes that satisfy the minor requirements.

Educational Objectives (What students will do after graduation)

Graduates with a minor in politics will have a solid understanding of political ideas, processes, and
outcomes. Students will be prepared to pursue careers in government, law, planning, nonprofit
management, community work, diplomacy, business, teaching, journalism and other fields, as well as for
graduate study in these areas.

Educational Outcomes (What students should be able to do at time of graduation)

Students with a minor in politics will be equipped to understand political and social interactions,
relations between states and capital, as well as the history of relationships between governments and
citizens. The minor also aims to develop skills needed for informed and effective citizenship at all levels.



Students completing a minor in politics should be able to

* Engage in and employ sophisticated theoretical reasoning to analyze issues related to politics
* Analyze and explain the politics behind current events

* Investigate the relationship between politics and other areas of inquiry

¢ Discuss and write critically about domestic and international political and social issues

Required University Documentation
Explanation and Rationale for Proposed Minor in Politics

Because of the growing complexity and globalization of our world, it is very important today that
students develop a solid understanding of political ideas, processes, and outcomes. The need for
improved understanding of politics is evident in domestic debates about health care, immigration,
environmenta! protection, homeland security, and banking regulation as well as international issues
such as terrorism, the role of United States in the international system, the spread of democracy and
human rights, global poverty and global health issues.

The politics minor allows UWT students to strengthen their facility with political reasoning and theory in
a way that will complement their studies in their chosen majors/concentrations. Specific areas of study
that would benefit from a politics minor include environmental studies, history, communications,
business, social work and urban studies. More substantially, the politics minor will help students
become more informed about and engaged with domestic, national, and international issues.

Current course work in politics primarily supports Interdisciplinary Arts and Science’s Politics, Philosophy
and Economics (PPE) major. This minor allows a greater number of students to benefit from the
coursework in the PPE curriculum that centers on politics, while not requiring students to explicitly
develop the understanding and critical thinking required by the entire PPE curriculum. Additionally,
providing students with a better grounding in politics will support those students interested in being
able to teach political science or social studies as high school teachers,

Proposed Catalog Copy

Graduates with a minor in Politics develop an understanding of the role of politics in their major field of
study. Students fearn to analyze how political ideas and processes influence and shape domestic and
international issues. Students also acquire the skills and knowledge necessary for being informed and
effective participants in political processes.

Required Core Course (10 credits, 2/3 classes)
e TPOLS 202: Introduction to American Politics
e TPOLS 203: Introduction to International Relations
e TPOLS201: Intro te Political Values and Ideas

Other Requirements
15 credits from any of the following courses:



TIBCIN 358:
TIBCIN 360:

TIBCG 363:
TIBCG 456:

TPOL S 310:
TPOL S 321:
TPOL S 340:
TPOL S 366:
TPOLS 368:
TPOL 5 400:
TIBCIN 355:
TPOLS 435:
TPOL S 420:
TPOL S 410:
TPOL 5 440:

TCSIG 452:

TPOL S 460:
TPOL S 456:

TSMUS 322

History of Philosophy: Medieval and Modern (5)
History of Philosophy: Modern and Contemporary (5)
Philosophical Perspectives of the Environment (5)
Environmental Ethics (5)

Modern European Political Theory (5)

American Foreign Policy (5)

Middle East Politics {5)

Isiam (5)

The Politics and Law of International Human Rights (5)
American Presidency (5)

Mind of Modernity (5)

Contemporary Geopolitics {5)

Theories of Political Violence (5)

Labor rights and Human Rights (5)

American Foreign Policy in the Middle East (5)
Political Theory of Human Rights (5)

Political Economy of the European Union (5)
Community and Labor Organization (5)
: American Labor Since the Civil War (5)

Ail of the above classes are already part of the PPE curriculum and hence require no new
resources.



