




























but who demonstrate exceptional abilities in a particular field of study may, at the 
invitation of their department, participate in a departmental honors curriculum and 
receive a degree "With Distinction" in the major field. By special arrangement, it is 
possible for students to complete a degree "With College Honors" in departments not 
offering a formal honors option. Students who are accepted into the University Honors 
Program in their freshman year and complete the Honors Core Curriculum alone graduate 
“With Interdisciplinary Honors.” When students complete both the Core Curriculum and 
the Honors requirements in their chosen major, they will graduate “With College Honors 
in Name of Major.”  Students who do not participate in or complete the Honors Core 
Curriculum but are admitted into and complete the Honors Program in their chosen major 
will receive a degree “With Honors in Name of Major.”  By special arrangement it is 
possible for students to complete a degree “With College Honors” in departments, 
schools, or programs that do not offer a formal Honors option. 
 
Core Curriculum 
 
The requirements of the core curriculum are as follows: 
 
1) HONORS 100 (1 cr) 
2) 1 Honors Social Science Course (HONORS 230 series or equivalent) 
3) 1 Honors Arts/Humanities Course (HONORS 210/240 series or equivalent) 
4) 1 Honors Interdisciplinary Course (HONORS 390 series or equivalent) 
5) 3 Honors Science Courses (HONORS 220 series or Honors courses offered by 
Biology, Biochemistry, Chemistry, Math, Physics).  Some colleges or departments may 
have restrictions.  For information, see the Honors Program Website. 
6) 3 Honors courses from any of the Honors rubrics. Some colleges or departments may 
have restrictions.  For information, see the Honors Program Website. 
7) HONORS 496 (1 cr) 
8) At least 15 credits of courses with the Honors prefix, excluding 100 and 496 
9) Minimum cumulative GPA of 3.30 in all courses completed at the University of 
Washington. 
 
Departmental Honors 
 
Typically, students apply for admission to Departmental Honors in their junior year of 
college, although some majors have earlier entrance options. Each department at the 
University of Washington has a unique set of Departmental Honors requirements. For 
links to specific information about each department, see the Honors Program Website. 
 




