














Proposed: 

Undergraduate Program  
Adviser 
206 Miller Hall 
206-616-6211 
ecsfinfo@uw.edu 

The College of Education offers the following programs of study:  

 The Bachelor of Arts degree with a major in early childhood and family studies 

 A minor in education, learning, and society 

Bachelor of Arts 

Suggested First- and Second-Year Coursework: A course in human development (NURS 
201, PSYCH 206, PSYCH 306, or similar); a course in biological sciences (BIOL 100, BIOL 
104, or similar); a course in biological bases of development (BIOL 118, B STR 301, 
PSYCH 202, or similar); a course in mathematics or statistics (MATH 170, STAT 220, or 
other college-level mathematics or statistics course); ECFS 200.  

Note: Students are strongly encouraged to complete a course in human development 
(NURS 201, PSYCH 206, or PSYCH 306) and ECFS 200 prior to admission to the 
program.  

Department Admission Requirements 

1. Satisfactory progress toward completion of general education requirements. 
2. Minimum cumulative GPA of 2.50 for all courses applied to the major requirements at 

time of application (special circumstances are reviewed on a case-by-case basis), and a 
minimum cumulative GPA of a 2.00 for all other prior college coursework.  

3. Admission is competitive based on the following criteria: Completion of these 
requirements does not guarantee admission. 

a. 2-3 page personal statement reflecting an interest in the Early Childhood and 
Family Studies major and a commitment to learning about the field. 

b. Overall academic performance reflected in copies of unofficial transcripts. 
c. Other evidence of interest in and commitment to the field (e.g., work experience, 

volunteer experience, or internships). 
d. Grades in any completed recommended courses and courses applied to major 

requirements.  
4. Applications are due on April 15th for an Autumn Quarter start with the cohort. 

Applications may be considered after that date on a case-by-case basis depending on 
program capacity.  



For further information on requirements/procedures, see 
education.washington.edu/degrees/undergrad/ecfs/, or inquire at 206 Miller. 

General Education Requirements: See the College of Arts & Sciences requirements. A 
maximum of 15 credits in ECFS-prefix courses from the University Areas of Knowledge 
list by be counted toward the UW Areas of Knowledge requirements. The following courses 
must be taken as part of the General Education Requirements either prior to or after 
admission to the program.  

1. Biology Science and Development (7-10 credits): either BIOL 100 or BIOL 104; and 
either NURS 201, BIOL 118, B STR 301, or PSYCH 202.  

2. Mathematics/Statistics (5 credits): either MATH 170, STAT 220 or higher 
mathematics/statistics course.  

Major Requirements: (86 credits):  
1. Early Childhood and Family Studies core courses (26 credits):ECFS 300, ECFS 301, 

ECFS 302, ECFS 401, ECFS 402, and EDPSY 402. 
2. General Development courses (22 credits): EDUC 305 or EDUC 310; EDPSY 304, 

EDSPE 404, EDSPE 419, NUTR 300, and SPHSC 308. 
3. Service Learning and Research Experiences (18 credits): ECFS 303, ECFS 304, ECFS 

305, ECFS 454, ECFS 455, and ECFS 456. 
4. Electives (minimum of 20 credits): minimum of one course each from Theoretical 

foundations of early childhood development, Methodology, and Social Policy and 
Organization lists. See advisor for current list of electives.  

5. Minimum cumulative 2.0 GPA in courses used to satisfy program requirements. 
 

Student Outcomes and Opportunities 
 

 Learning Objectives: The Early Childhood and Family Studies major is designed to immerse students in the 
study of child and family development and education.  Students have the opportunity to learn about child 
development, early learning, and family studies from a variety of perspectives.  Students receive a strong 
grounding in reading and understanding the theory and evidence that provide the foundation for the field 
and drives current research and policy efforts.   

 
 Expected Outcomes:  Students apply their knowledge and skill as they work alongside community-based 

teachers and care providers.  A degree in early childhood and family studies will provide excellent 
preparation for a wide variety of careers in early learning, childcare, parent and family support and 
education, and social/mental health services.  It will also serve as a pathway for graduate studies in 
education, child and family studies, and other areas.  This interdisciplinary major is offered at the junior 
and senior level.   

 
 Service Learning and Research:  There are two three-quarter sequences of field-based experiences 

designed to provide students with real life learning opportunities in community-based early childhood or 
family support/education settings.  Students participate in both their field experience and a once-a-week 
seminar.  The seminar is intended to tie together research and practice demonstrating how research informs 
evidence-based decision-making in programs and services for young children and families.  Learning 
objectives are outlined in class. 

 
 Department Scholarships:  See departmental web page for undergraduate scholarship information: 

http://education.washington.edu/funding/scholarships/table.html 
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 Student Organizations/Associations:  Associated Students of the College of Education (ASCE), and 
Educators for Social Justice (ESJ) 

 
 

Capstone Project:  In the Junior year, students will, each quarter, be involved in a community-based 
program that provides early education and care, or family support/education.  In the Senior year, students 
will continue to learn in community-based programs, the outcome of which will be their Senior Capstone 
Project.  Through their Capstone Projects, students identify interest areas, develop research skills, and 
prepare for future pursuits.  At the end of the senior year, students present their Capstone Projects, 
demonstrating the skills, understanding, and competencies in their areas of study that they can successfully 
use to prepare for employment and graduate studies.   
 
Information Sessions:  Prospective students are encouraged to attend an ECFS information session to learn 
more about the major and how to apply.  For a schedule of information sessions, visit the Early Childhood 
and Family Studies website at http://education.washington.edu/degrees/undergrad/ecfs/FAQ.html 
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